Park Ridge Primary School

Wentworth Avenue
Rowville VIC 3178
03 9752 8555

park.ridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

PRIMARY SCHOOL ABN: 42 279 935 495

October 2025

PARK RIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL
2026 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Dear Families,

Park Ridge Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like
to advise you of Park Ridge Primary School’s voluntary financial contributions for 2026.

Park Ridge Primary School is very proud of the quality programs that we have put in place to cater for the
needs and interests of our students. On an annual basis, School Council prepares a budget to provide
resources for educational programs, classroom supplies, facilities development and maintenance and
administration. The Park Ridge Primary School Council has made considerable effort to ensure that this
school policy is fair and provides several options to support parents to access the materials and services
associated with their child's education.

We understand that many families are managing increased living costs. To support our community, we have
worked hard to freeze contributions to remain the same as 2025. We hope this provides some financial relief
while still ensuring that students have access to the best possible resources and opportunities.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements and we want
to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. The voluntary contributions provided by our parent
community are a vital element within this process. The ongoing support of our families ensures that our
school can offer the best possible education and support for our students. We want to thank you for all your
support, whether that is through fundraising or volunteering your time. This has made a huge difference to
our school and the programs we can offer.

Curriculum Contributions $330.00
Other Contributions $110.00
Total $440.00

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview
attached.

Yours sincerely,

= N

Dale Blythman Courtney Sanderson
Principal School Council President

STRIVE LEARN EXCEL




CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS

Below is a list of items and activities which are essential for your child to learn the standard curriculum. A portion
of these items will be distributed to students as required throughout 2026 and the other portion will consist of
an individual student stationary pack. These supplies have been sourced from a wholesaler, ordered in bulk at
a considerably lower cost to retail prices. From mid-November, once full payment of the Curriculum
Contributions is received, your child will receive their individual stationary pack to bring home. You may like to
cover exercise/workbooks, please also label stationary with your child’s name. Please then return the stationary
pack to school on the first day of 2026.

Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate Amount Per

in, to access the Curriculum Student

Classroom Resources — working materials, bulk supplies, photocopying and
printing of classroom materials and worksheets, craft, classroom readers,
headphones, take home books, blocks, counters etc.

LOTE — general program consumables.

Physical Education — sporting equipment.

Science — general program consumables and project consumables.

Performing Arts — worksheets, learning resources and maintenance and repair of
musical instruments.

Visual Arts — general craft items and materials for take home projects, painting,
drawing, clay and folios.

English/Maths - learning materials including stationery, decodable readers, and
digital subscriptions to support the programs such as Excel Test, Essential
Assessment, Numbots, Times Tables Rockstars and Soundwaves.

Student Wellbeing - subscriptions and workbooks (BSEM Diaries).

ICT —Provision and upkeep of school devices, peripherals and ICT class sets, device
configuration and maintenance.

$330.00

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS

Non-curriculum items and activities that relate to the school’s functions and objectives. All contributions
received towards these funds directly enhance the school’s ability to provide a high-quality learning
environment and resources for every student.

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities Suggested
Amount per
Student
Education The Department of Education provides a limited amount
Enhancement of student-based funding for a basic curriculum delivery.

The Education Enhancement contribution assists in
purchasing items to enhance the school’s learning $40.00
resources for reading, writing and maths. In 2026 funds
will be directed to support high-quality teaching and
learning programs for our students.

Grounds This contribution goes towards the maintenance and

Maintenance upkeep of the school grounds, such as soft fall mulch for $40.00
and the playgrounds, tree planting, mowing and general '
Improvements grounds maintenance.

First Aid This contribution provides first aid training for all staff, $15.00

Equipment first aid resources such as school EpiPens, Ventolin, first




aid kits for excursions and first aid equipment such as
band aids, ice packs, etc.

Library This contribution goes towards purchasing fiction, non-
Resources fiction, electronic books, online literacy resources and
other tools for the library. In 2026 we intend to use these $15.00

funds to support the library program by replacing,
renewing and upgrading library books.

Total Other Contributions $110.00

Your child will not be disadvantaged if you do not make a voluntary contribution. All records of voluntary
contributions are kept confidential.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS & ACTIVITIES

Park Ridge Primary School offers a range of optional items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the Curriculum. These
activities include but are not limited to the Camps, Excursions and Incursions, Sporting Activities and
Competitions and Year 6 Graduation. These items and activities are provided to students on a user-pays basis
and are managed through the Compass portal.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
Park Ridge Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range
of support options, including:

e Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

e State Schools Relief (SSR)

e Payment plans available through Compass

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact: Dale Blythman (Principal) or Chris Conway (Business Manager).

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND)

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents may be eligible for CSEF.
After you have submitted your application and the school has received the funds, we will automatically allocate
them to upcoming Camps, Sports and Excursions. Application forms for CSEF will be available from the school
office.

PAYMENT METHODS
Payments can be made in full or in recurring contributions via the Course Confirmation area of Compass.
Recurring contribution dates are as follows:

e Wednesday, 29 October 2025

e Wednesday, 19 November 2025

e Wednesday, 10 December 2025

e Wednesday, 21 January 2026

If you enter a recurring contributions plan on Compass, completion of full payment of the Curriculum
Contributions portion is required prior to your child receiving their individual stationary pack which will be
available from mid-November.

REFUNDS

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis.
Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration
whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for
Families Policy and any other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW
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e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all items,
activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the Curriculum. This
includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) including the VCE
Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and
Voluntary financial Contributions Activities
contributions for curriculum Voluntary financial Items and activities that
items and activities which the contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
school deems necessary for curriculum items and activities schooling experience of
students to learn the that relate to the school’s students and are above and
Curriculum. functions and objectives. beyond what the school

provides for free to deliver the
Curriculum. These are provided
on a user-pays basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own (e.g.
textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

® Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for items or
activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

® Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a confidential
discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and publish all
requests and communications for each year level on their school website for transparency.




